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Detailed Action 
Specification 
Status Of The Claims 

Claims 1-6, 9-1 0, 1 1-16, 19, 20 and 21 are currently pending in the Instant Application, while 
claims 7, 8, 17, 18 and 22-25 have been canceled. 

Allowable claims 

Independent claims 1,11 and 21 are allowable and any associated dependent claims are 
also allowable. Hence, claims 1-6, 9-10, 1 1-16, 19, 20 and 21 are said to be allowable or 
patentable over the prior art of record. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

US Patent 4,674,041 to Lemon discloses a system with remotely located coupon printing 
stations capable of limiting the number of coupons printed in a given time period. Each coupon 
station has a display for indicating the available coupons, selection means to allow the consumer 
to choose the desired coupon and a coupon printer for printing the selected coupon. The system 
disables display of a particular coupon when a pre-selected coupon limit has been reached. 
Indeed, the system enables a manufacturer to control its liability for coupons and to deter 
fraudulent redemption. Here, the manufacturer may prescribe (limit) a particular number of 
coupons to be redeemed collectively, i.e. throughout all retail stores, and/or at each particular 
retail store. The present system also greatly reduces the possibility of fraud by enabling coupons 
to be encoded with store identification numbers, expiration dates, uniform product codes, and 
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other information at the point of distribution or at a retail store or at the time of printing (printing 

information on a customer's printed coupon). 

The present apparatus comprises, among other things, a stand-alone coupon dispensing 
terminal T (kiosk) is provided at each retail store or retail location. Each stand-alone terminal 
communicates with a host central processing unit (remote location) located remote from the 
stores. Coupons are displayed for customer selection at each dispensing terminal on a video 
menu via a cathode ray tube and touch screen combination in a fashion that enhances customer 
acceptance by reducing the time necessary to select and obtain coupons (retrieving and 
displaying coupons available to the customer upon receiving by the remote database from 
terminal T as entered by the customer via an input device the customer account). Each terminal 
may be monitored and controlled via the host computer or remote database to obtain data such 
as the number of coupons issued and the identification of customers using the terminal. The 
system enables the manufacturer to limit, using the redemption data collected from 
participating retailers' POSes, the number of a particular coupon issued from a 
particular Terminal T related to a retailer's location or throughout the entire system. 

USP 4,896,791 to Smith discloses a coupon dispensing system, which displays a number 
of images, each image representing a product to be promoted and including a product selection 
area to be manipulated by a consumer to select that product. A switch is associated with each 
selection area to register the selection. The system receives an access code unique to the 
consumer, records product selections made by the consumer, compares the product selected by 
the consumer with a pre-selected quota and issues a coupon for the product selected by the 
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consumer if the quota for that consumer is not exceeded. 

USP 6,055,519 to Kennedy discloses a method of and a system for negotiating and 
tracking the sale of goods. To negotiate and track the sale of goods, a negotiation engine (16) of 
fig. 1 operates to store data representing a current state (18) of a negotiation between a seller and 
buyer. The negotiation engine (16) stores the data within a framework for representing aspects of 
the negotiation between the seller and buyer. The framework (agreement or contract) includes a 
request object, a promise object and an acceptance object that can store a current description of a 
contract (order). The framework also includes a set of one or more delivery deals 
determined by the contract. Each delivery deal can have a delivery request object a 
delivery promise object and a delivery acceptance object that can store associated item 
deals and time periods for delivery of item deals (negotiating a delivery period for the 
delivery of an order) . Each item deal can have an item request object, an item promise object 
and an item acceptance object that can store individual sales-order line-items. The negotiation 
engine (16) thereby allows a user to monitor the current state of the negotiation over a range of 
prices, a range (set) of delivery dates, ranges of quantities of a set of goods, and a range of 
configurations of the goods in the set (See abstract). 

US Patent 5,988,346A to Tedesco et al. discloses a method and apparatus for predicting 
the inventory needed for a vending machine. 

US Patent 5, 128,861A to Kagami et al. discloses an inventory control system. 

US Patent 5,963,9 19A discloses an inventory management strategy evaluation system. 
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Nina Shapiro, in a "Journal of economic Issues v.34n4 pp: 990-991", states that discount 
and sales advertise products and sales promotions may entail price changes. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication from the Examiner should be directed to 
Jean D. Janvier, whose telephone number is (571) 272-6719. The aforementioned can normally 
be reached Monday-Thursday from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM EST. If attempts to reach the Examiner 
by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's Supervisor, Mr. Eric W. Stamber, can be reached 
at (571) 272- 6724. 
Non-Official- 571-273-6719. 
Official Draft : 571-273-8300 
JDJ 
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JIAN & JANVIER 




